NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
(DATE)
CONTACT: 
(NAME)
(PHONE)
(E-MAIL)
Agricultural Commission Exploratory Meeting Planned
A public meeting to explore a proposed Town Agricultural Commission for the town of (TOWN) will be held on (DATE) at (TIME) at the (PLACE) in the (ROOM).  Refreshments will be provided at (TIME).

Commissioner Douglas P. Gillespie of the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) will be present, as will members of the Westport and Dartmouth Agricultural Commissions.  They will provide their views about the value that Agricultural Commissions have had in their towns and in the state.

The purpose of this exploratory meeting is to introduce (TOWN) residents, most particularly farmers, to the concept and benefits of a Town Agricultural Commission and discuss if (TOWN) should pursue organizing an Agricultural Commission.

An Agricultural Commission is a local, politically recognized entity comprised of farmers, a voice for the agricultural community, a resource for mediation, and a link to assistance providers.

Organizers say that resident participation is very important and may lay the groundwork for moving the idea of an Agricultural Commission to the next Town Meeting.
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